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. Four days later I made a special trip after californica, but, with
the.exception of three deformed specimens, not one was seen, and
during the remainder of my five-week stay not more than n do""n
were notlced.

It u,'ould be interesting to know if a large influx of this beautiful
butterfly was noted in any locality.

. Practically every plant of. Ceanothus w-as entirely defoliated,
and the pupa cases were hanging everywhere. Nine were counted
on a twig four inches long, eight on another fir'e inches long, and so
on; while some young pine trees about seven feet hiqh looked to be
rvell laden with strange fruit.
... The percentage of parasitism appeared to be very small. I
did no actual counting of large numbers, but cstimat"d it wa. ,r,,
greater than one per cent.

ON THE LARVA OF PLE,UROPRUCIIA (DEPI-ALIA\ IIj.
SLTLSARI,4 GI'EN.

BY LOUIS B. PROUT, LO\DON, DNGLA\D.

_ . M)l esteemed correspondent, Dr. Eugenio Giacomelli, of La
Rioja, Argentine Republic, recently sent me the description of the
larr.a and pupa of a small Geometrid moth unknou'n to him, to-
gether with imago bred therefrom. Knowing horn.extrcmely little
had yet been done w-ith the early stagesof theNeotropical Gebmetui-
k,.n: naturally h_"p"a that his discovery might prove entirely nelr,.
This.is not?.ctually_t_he case, for the moth turns-out to be the very
yid:ly distributed Pleuroprucha insulsaria Guen. (var. ? astitenarii,
Walk.; compare my memoir on the Argentine Geometridce, Trans.
Ent. -Soc., Lond., 1910,..21_5.) _ But as the larva is evidently very
variable, and it seems likely that the Southern form constifutes a
local race, it is u,-e11 'n-orth while to give a translation of Dr. Giaco-
melli's note on his larva. His account of the pupa, both as to its
structure and its activity, agrees very exactly r.vilh Hulst's (Ent.
Amcr., 3, 175, 1887, erroneously as Acidalia I'insularia,,).

"Ground color delicate grecn, more intense dorsaliy, ventral
region glaucous green; above on thc central segrnents threc small,
crescent-sha.ped spots, yellovu', paler than the ground; mediodorsal
and lateral lines also paler. Seta: simpic, not numerous, short, in-
conspicuous. Later it changes color as follou,.s: The delicate green
becomes glaucous, the longitudinal lines a dull vinous red, lat&all1-
and dorsally, betu'een Lhem some rou'rd dots of the same colour [th-e
tubercles], bearing the short, sirnple hairs.

"The larva lives on Prosopis (X.'Iirnosze) anci Acocia ribari(Niimosee). It pupated fir.c days aftcr I took it, so that it w;uld
appearthat the change of colouring indicates that tl-re transformation
from caterpillar to chrysaiis is near ar hancl."
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I am indebted to Mr. Grossbeck for calling my attention to
Hulst's descriptions, as well as a note by Bruce (Ent. Amer., 3r 48),
to the effect that he bred the species from the egg of Galium. Pack-
ard gives Celastrus scand'ens, and it is evidently not very particular
about its food.

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
ENTOMOLOGY

BY HENRY H. LYMAN, MONTREAL.

I confess that it is with considerable diffidence that I approach
the above subject. Reports of the meeting have already been
oublished bv Mr. H. Rowland-Brown in "The Entomologist," and'bv the Canadian- Government representative, Dr. C. Gordon
Hewitt, in this iouinal, but there are certain aspects of the subject.
which these gentlemen have not dwelt upon that appear to me, at-
least, to be of considerable importance.

I hope I am not wrong in assuming that the ra'ison d"etre of an
internationai scientific congress is primarily to study the subject in
its international aspect, and to secure, as far as possible, co-opera-
tion among the scientists of all the countries represented, and that
this aspecf should never be lost sight of. Yet, it appears. to me, as

one *'lio has attended both congresses so far held, that this aspect
rvas less in evidence at the Oxford meeting than at the one held two
vears Dreviouslv at Brussels; while the social aspect, which was
al-o.t absent in Brussels, was very strongly developed, I fully
admit the agreeable nature and also the important character of the
social aspecf, but I think there is a danger of overdoing it, and that
it should never be allowed to obscure the more serious business of the
gathering.- Theie congresses being from now on held only every-three years'
and, considering the very considerable expense incurred by.gowern-
ments and institutions in sending representatives to them, is it not
of the highest impcrtance that they should not be merely very
pleasant reunions where highly interesting papers are read by emi-
nent scientists, and lt'here afterwards the pipes of social peace are
smoked around the social board, but that the many pressing ques-
tions of international importance should be given first place and
some attempt made to solve them, instead. of referring them to
committees Tro.tt.o.te congress to another, while every year confu-
sion, at least in nomenclature, is becoming worse confounded? It is
quite true that some attempt was made by some authors to deal
with matters of international concern, but such attempts were few,
and, unfortunately, some of the ideas were crude.

The programme, including the President's annual address,
December,19l2




